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Building the resilience of local communities to 

climate change in the Kivu-Rusizi and Lake 

Tanganyika basins, using community and 

ecosystem-based adaptation approaches 
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What is the problem we aim to solve with this 
project? 

 

There is severe river sedimentation: on one hand caused by 

non-sustainable mining along the river banks; and on the 

other hand, resulting from erosion during heavy rainfall 

seasons. The erosion is exacerbated by the steep slopes with 

some areas where agriculture is not coupled with erosion 

control measures. 

 

Why is Sebeya and Ruhwa Catchments 
targeted for this project? 
 

Sebeya River is located in the North Western Rwanda. Its 

river system constitutes the Sebeya Catchment with an area 

of 364 km2. Before it empties into Lake Kivu, Sebeya River 

gets water from various tributaries, including those crossing 

a protected area ‘’Gishwati National Park’’. There are also 

hydropower units along the river that are adversely 

impacted by sedimentation. 

Ruhwa River is located in the South Western Rwanda, at the border 

between Rwanda and Burundi. The entire river system constitutes 

Ruhwa Catchment covering an area of 612 km2. The rivers flowing 

into Ruhwa River cross different landscapes, including two protected 

areas (Nyungwe and Kibira National Parks) and degraded 

agricultural habitats.  
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Mining along Sebeya River contributes to its 

sedimentation through land degradation (erosion 

under heavy rainfall) and directly to river turbidity 

Project countries: Rwanda and Burundi 

Project area: Sebeya and Ruhwa Catchments 

Project duration: July 2018-December 2019 

Donor: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

Sebeya River landscapes. Mining along and at the source of the river 

 



 

 

Climate Change 

 
Project goal 
 

Enhance climate change resilience, using community and ecosystem-based approaches and contribute to the landscape  

restoration in Kivu and Tanganyika Lakes basins. 

 

Project objectives 
 

a. To build the capacity of two local communities in Sebeya and Ruhwa Catchments,  

by helping them to understand their vulnerability and potential responses to climate change; 

b. To address the problems of river sedimentation, and thereby improving community livelihoods; 

c. To communicate the lessons learned and best practices to the Great Lakes Region stakeholders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
             Project partners and contacts 

 

              

 3. Joseph Bizimungu 

1. Ken Mwathe Association Burundaise pour la Protection de la Nature (ABN) 

Policy and Advocacy Coordinator Executive Director 

Nairobi, Kenya Email: joseph.bizimungu@abn.bi  

Email: ken.mwathe@birdlife.org  Tel: +257 22 24 9471  

Tel: +254 733 926 191 

 4. Dr Ogutu-Ohwayo Richard  

2. Providence Akayezu NaFIRRI, Jinja-Uganda 

Project Manager, CRAG Email: ogutuohwayo@gmail.com 

BirdLife Kigali, Rwanda Tel: +256 772 421 094 

Email: providence.akayezu@birdlife.org  

Tel: +250 783 172 651 

 

Ruhwa River at the boundary between Rwanda and Burundi 
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